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Commissioners Are Already Seeking Evidence
in France and in Idaho and

Will Report Before Long.

FACTS WHICH ARE VERY SUSPICIOUS.

Naval Officers Who Know A. 0. Howard Say
That His Statements in Regard to Hamilton

Are Occasioned by a Desire
for Notoriety.

AFFIDAVITS OF DEATH FROM IDAHO.

The assurances of Mr. A. O. Howard, of Philadelphia,which were printed exclusively in the
Hebald yesterday, that Robert Kay Hamilton is
still alive and that the body which was found in
the Snake River, Idaho, was not his, nave created
widespread comment.

Mr. Howard declared that since Hamilton's reporteddeath ho had received letters from the
former New York Assemblyman, and that the latter
would in all probability return to this city again
within a short time and live down the scandal.
Among Hamilton's friends in Now York whom I

I saw yesieruay tiieio wa» a guuciai u«vvoi»ivji

to agree vKh Mr. Howard.
But Hamilton's family, especially his father, announcetheir utter disbelief of his being alive,

though they admit that they have no certain proof
of his death. Their phrase-is:."We are morally
certain tlat Ray is dead".that is all.

NEWS rnOM MK. GREEN.

It is rot at all unlikely that within a very few
days now the affidavits of Messrs. 3. O. Green,
now in Pau, France, and Mr. Sargent, keeper of the
Hamilton ranch in Idaho, will be in the possession
of the Surrogate. Young Mr. Schuyler Hamilton,
Ray's brother, arrived at Southampton on the
steamskip Spree last Wednesday. He went directly
to Pau, a matter of only a few hours' journey, and
there, t was informed, found Mr. Green.
Word has been received here from Mr. Schuyler

tn offoof lll.t ATt. f.yna-n io 11, ,1 r,h 1 tt

I confident that the corpse found in Snake Eiver
* was that of Robert Bay Hamilton. He was unable

to recognize the face, for that had been made un*recognizableby exposure, but from other reasons

he had no hesitancy in saying that he believed
Kay Hamilton's body to be buried on Baton Mountain,overlooking the ranch.
Mr. Schuyler Hamilton will probably return in

about a fortnight and bring with him as strong an

» affidavit from Mr. Green as the latter could give.
But from what X could learn yesterday Mr. Green
does not say that he positively identified Hamilton's
supposed body when it was drawn from the border
bushes of the Snake River.
About the time that young Mr. Schuyler Hamiltonleft this oity on the Spree another Com.

missioner, whose name is retained as a secret by
General Hamilton, started to the ranch in Idaho for
the purpose of obtaining the affidavit of John D.
Sargent, and if practicable to exhume the body
for positive identification. This Commissioner is a

t member of the Hamilton family and will be competent,it is claimed, to settle once for all the
question whether Robert Bay Hamilton is not
dead,

BVA GOING TO IDAHO, TOO.

Here comes in a somewhat singular coincidence,
for it seems that other persons besides the father
and brother Of Hamilton are anxious to have the
body exhumed. The woman who still declares that
she is Robert Ray Hamilton's wife has determined
that, as soon as the roads are passable, she will
visit the scene of his death and have the body exhumedso that she may determine absolutely
whether or not the body is Ray's. Eva is said to
be an admirable horsewoman and looks upon the
horseback ride of 160 or 170 miles as nothing
comnared With the satisfaction it will afford her to

I find out tba truth. Her friends are inclined to approveher resolution.
The means of identification are limited to two

things, but these are not liable to have changed in
the few months during which the body has been
in the earth. In the autumn of 1885 Hamilton,
while riding in Central Park, was thrown from his
horse and tad his right shin bone broken diagonally,half way between the knee and the aukle.
While the bones were knitting, during his treatmentat the Presbyterian Hospital, the place of the
break exhibited the usual conditions, presenting a
ridge of new bone along the former fissure. By
this break it would bo very easy, Eva thinks, to
identify his body.
Mr. Hamilton's teeth, while large, white and in

excellent condition, were somewhat peculiarly
shaped, and the claimant of his estate declares
that she Will be able to identify him by this. Thus
the exodus to the Idaho ranoh may be regarded as

Ior extreme importance.
"SHE CANNOT SEE THE BODY." tf

But when X called on General Hamilton at the
Windsor Hotel las' night and told him of the intentionsof the woman who has already caused
him so much anxiety, he replied with an eagerness
which did not altogether consort with his previous
protestations of weariness in declaring for the
many hundredth time that he was "morally certain"that his son was dead.
"She cannot see the body!" he exclaimed. "She

is not his wifel The Surrogate's decision deprives
her of any right in this matter. Certainly she
shall not exhume the body."

"Buc, General," I suggested, "if she goes to
Idaho, will not Mr. Sargent allow her to see the
body?"
"Certainly not," was the reply. "Why should

he? She is not Bay's widow and never was his
wife. The attempt would be an outrage."
General Hamilton, when he had read Mr.

Howard's statements in yesterday's Herald, declaredthat he had never heard of any friend of his
son of that name.

"Certainly," the General continued, "he was
never one of my son's playmates. If he was honest
In his declarations of knowledge of my Bon's
whereabouts, that he had received a letter from
him dated October 3, 1890, when my son died on
August 21, he should have shown that letter, which
he said was written from San Francisco, Cal. Of
course, my son may have had a schoolmate named
Howard, but I certainly never heard his name.
There is, I honestly beiieve, absolutely no foundationfor Mr. Howard's statement."
General Hamilton again referred to the proposed

trip of the family's bite noir to the Hamilton ranch,
concluding with the remark:.
"She will not go. Why should she? She could

gain nothing by proving that my son was alive.
Her interests would lie in the opposite direction."

SOME FACTS YET UNEXPLAINED.
Two or three very significant facts concerningHamilton's personal characteristics in relation to his

attempts to ford the Snake Blver on the night of August21, 1890, were brought out during a conversationI had yesterday with one of Hamilton's most
intimate friends. I found that Hamilton waa

It never an expert horseman. About all the riding he
had ever done was in the riding school and in CentralPark. His former accident had made him
somewhat overcautious.
, Therefore, it is argued, ho would by no means
have been inclined to try to ford a swollen mounIvain torrent, bearing his arms and cartridge belt
and with the selected portions of the aeer he had
just shot fastened behind him. The hardiest
frontiersmen would hesitate at that. Besides, he
was not a good swimmer and lacked this assurance
of safety.L It will be remembered that his rifle was never

' accounted for. In all the narratives of the finding
of the body, of the discovery of horse, venison,
dogs, revolvers, cartridge belt, watch chain and.
other property, his rifle was never mentioned.
What became of it?
Another circumstance whioh may be regarded as

unexplained is why the dead man's face should
have been utterly unrecognizable after only seventy
hours' immersion in the ice cold waters of a mountainstream. The faces of the drowned in warm
weather in this part of the country do not underLgo such striking changes as this. The only cause
for this condition of the body which was given
was the length of time I had been in the water.
Mr. Elihu Boot, counsel for the Hamilton family

In the recent contest in the Surrogate's Court, declinedto discuss the possibilities of Hamilton
being alive. He said that General Hamilton certainlybeliovea his son to be dead, and commissions
were now engaged in procuring evidence to that
efiect.

DON'T KNOW HOWARD.
Colonel Charles W. Fuller, counsel for the con-

oam,. xi» uo iKuieuiDorea mat an
this discussion concerning Mr. Hamilton's possiblefate was occasioned by no one interested in
my client's welfare. I know of nothing definite to
show tiiKt Mr. Hamilton is alive, and 1 am eonfldentthat Eva knows nothing. She has believed,

^ I

'

NEW YORK
influenced by newspaper accounts, alternately
that Ray wai alive, then that he was dead. She was
yer.v anxious to go to Idaho and identify the body
and still manifests the desire to do so.

"I have never heard her speak of any person
named Howard, and I am quite (positive that she
was not at any time in possession of 'State secrets,'
or that she over threatened to use them when
thwarted. She never went to Albany with Mr.
Hamilton and never indulged in any of the
carousals mentioned in Mr. Howard's narrative."
Upon my inquiring if his client could be seen by

me Colonel Fuller replied:."She has not been seen

by any newspaper man for the purpose of an interview.Some newspapers have published alleged
talks with her, but they have been utterly unfounded."
HOWARD SAID BY NAVAL OFFICERS TO BE A

NOTORIETY SEEKEE.

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Washington, D. C.( Feb. 8,1891..Naval offioers in

Washington read with interest to-day the interviewwith A. O. Howard, of Philadelphia, who assertsthat Ray Hamilton is not dead and who pretendsto prove it by conspicuously displaying severalletters alleged to have been recently received
from Hamilton.
By these gentlemen Howard is pronounced to be

a vulgar braggart with a mania for notoriety, which
the Philadelphia newspaper reporters with singularfatuity seem bent on giving him. Several years
ago this alleged "playmate, schoolmate and college
mate" of Ray Hamilton's enlisted in the navy. He
was assigned to duty on the U. S. steamer Blake,
which vessel was then as now engaged in the work
of the coast and geodetic service.
The Blake was commanded by Lieutenant Pillsbury,a distinguished officer of the navy, through

whose careful investigations the origin of the Gulf
Stream was discovered. Howard was Lieutenant
Pillsbury's wardroom boy, a term used to designate
a naval servant of the better class. During his
service with Lieutenant Pillsbury Howard acquaintedhimself with a number of scientific terms
used in connection with the survey, and when on
shore employed this knowledge successfully in his
luipersuuauuu, suuieumea as juieu tenant misuury,
but always as an officer of the navy.
For these and similar offences Howard was subsequentlydischarged. About a year ago a Philadelphiapaper printed a column interview with him

regarding the origin and movements of the Gulf
Stream, whioh was, as may be imagined, a unique
production in its way, and which, as a gentleman
expressed it to-day, was the worst balderdash he
had ever read in the columns of a newspaper.
A few weeks ago Howard furnished another Philadelphiareporter with a circumstantial story of

Kay Hamilton's whereabouts, and to-day he blossomsout with the same story, somewhat more
complete than the former.
Neval officers who remember Howard's insane

craving for notoriety and fondness for posing as
an officer of the navy ridicule the idea that he ever
knew Ray Hamilton, and much less that he ever
corresponded with him.

SWEAR THET SAW, RECOGNIZED AND BUKIED
THE BODX OF RAY HAMILTON.

"|BT TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Blackfoot, Idaho, Feb. 8, 1891..Three affidavits

relative to the death of Robert Ray Hamilton have
been made. They are in substance those of Roman
Liepert, Gottlieb Bieri and Christiau Atschbacher,
who state that they all knew Robert Ray Hamilton
in his lifetime and saw him frequently at Marymereranch, in Wyoming, where Hamilton lived
and where the informants were employed by one
John D. Sargent to construct a house.
They say they saw Hamilton almost daily for

over two months prior to August 22, 1890, upon
which day Hamilton left the ranch, saying before
leaving to these informants that he was going
down to the South Landing to get a saddle horse
and some game. They saw Hamilton leave the
ranch August 22, 18 i0, with his horse, gun, and
pointer dog named Joke.
They next saw his dead bcHy September 3 at the

ranch, it having been brought a distance of about
twelve miles in a boat from the south fork of
Snake River, where Hamilton had been found
drowned by Joe Green and several other tnen
the day previous. On the night of September 3,
1890, the affidavits go on to say, the informants
constructed a ooffin of birdseye lumber and dug a
grave at the ranch; that on the early morning of
Soptember 4, 1890, they assisted in taking the body
of Hamilton from the boat, placing it in the coffin
and interrina it in the grave dug the night bofofe;
that all the informants saw the dead body of Hamiltonand recognized and identified it as t>eing the
body of Bobert Ray Hamilton and none other; that
up to October 23, 1890, the grave had not been disturbed,informants last seeing the grave on that
day.
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MR. WINDOM'S SUCCESSOR.

TWO MEN WHO ARE SAID TO BE THE SELECTIONOF PRESIDENT HARRISON.
a lui/tu liana aguuujr nom uui a tojiuri yesterday

afternoon that a gentleman well versed in things
political in Washington was the authority for the
statement that General John C. New has beon decidedupon as the successor of the late William
Windom as Secretary of the Treasury.
President Harrison, the news agency's authority

declared, cabled General New, who is Consul Generalat London, on Thursday afternoon, to come to
Washington immediately. The gentleman is accreditedwith saying that had it not been for the
advice of his friends to the contrary General New
would have accepted the Treasury portfolio at the
time President Harrison was forming his Cabinet.
There was no question but that General New was
ambitious, so far as that portfolio was concerned,
but that his friends advised him that he could not
afford to relinquish tho position as Consul General,as the latter is worth $25,000 per annum and
affords an excellent opportunity for the holder to
familiarize himself with financial affairs.
At the time General New was hovering between

the Consularship and the Treasury he was interestedin largo financial matters of a personal naturethat he would have been forced to give up at
a great personal loss if he accepted the Cabinet
portfolio.

It was after considering these issues, the gentlemanavers, that General New decided to accept the
Consul Generalship for two years, and then, at the
end of that time, if any exigencies arose, he would,
through having bettered his financial condition, be
in a better position to accept the place.
Through the political decadence of Indiana

President Harrison and his advisors are dissatisfied.Whether General New would be willing to acceptthe reins of the Treasuryship, at the fag end of
the administration, is a question. But the authorityclaims that he will.

mb. swift, of california, may be the

pbesidfnt's choice.
Herald Bureau, )Corner Fifteenth and G Streets, N. W., [

Washington, Feb. 8, 1891. )
There are good grounds for the belief that

President Harrison is considering John F. Swift, of
California, in connection with the Treasury portfolio.
Mr. Swift is one of the President's intimate

friends. It was his intention to give him a place in
the Cabinet long before his induction into
office, and he would have done so had not the
California politicians urged the appointment of
another gentleman, Mr. M. M. Estee, the president
of the last Chicago Convention.
The President did not want Mr. Estee and so

bluntly informed the Californians. But under the
circumstances he felt that he could not consistentlyappoint Mr. Swift, and he thereupon left the
Coast out of his Cabinet considerations altogether.But he took the earliest opportunity of testifyinghis regard for Mr. Swift by nominating him as Ministerto Japan within forty-eiglit hours after his
inauguration.
One of the reasons given for Mr. Swift's solection

to the Cabinet place is that while he would representthe very hotbed of silverdom ho is, personally,in full sympathy with Eastern thought uponthe money question.
m cuuosmg jsir. swift as a member of liis politicalhousehold the President would enjoy the advantageof associating with a lifelong personal

friend and at the same time give the Pacific Coast
a representative in his Cabinet embodying sound
ideas of finance.
The California politicians believe that Mr. Swift

has been already communicated with by cable
on the subject, and that if he will accept the vacantportfolio it will bo given to liim.

Indiana politicians who are close to the President
ridicule the report that Jolm C. New is to succesd
to the vacant Secretaryship of the Treasury. They
go further and say that he has never been seriouslythought of in that connection.
They say that the President refused to give him

the place two years ago, and that he has since had
no reason to regret his refusal. A prominent Indianafriend, speaking for the President, said tonightthat the man who would take bets against
Mr. New being given the place might make a fortuneif he could only got wagers enough.
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ASSEMBLYMAN DEMUREST
mm his nrFFNP.F
mni\i_u 111vj uli LiiUL.

Emphatic Denial of Each and Every
Charge That Has Been Brought

Against Him.

HE INVITES INVESTIGATION.

Ready to Disprove from the Records All the
Allegations of Enib: zzlement, Forgery

and Fraud.

[by telegbaph to the hebald.]
Nyack, N. Y., Feb. 8, 1891..Hitherto AssemblymanFrank p. Demarest has persistently refused

to make any statements about the charges made
against him of all sorts of misdoings about
financial and business matters. He has held
to this course because his counsel, Mr. Clarence
Lexow, of No. 46 Exchange t>lace, New York city,
and Judge Tompkins, of Nvack. have strenuously
advised him to it. The latest wrongdoing of which
Mr. Demarest is aconsed came out on Saturday. Mr.
Demarest says ho has not been reading the newspaJ

<fJ

FRANK P. DEMABEST.

pers eince the stories about him began to appear, but
friands of his told him the nature of the charges.
He thought things had gone about as far as even

conservative lawyers oould expect them to go. So
be went at once to his counsel and secured their
consent that he should make public through the
Hebald a specific denial of all the accusations
against him and present in detail what may be
called bis side of the case.if there is any case.

"1 will take up one after another the stories
about me as they have appeared," said the Assemblyman,"and show exactly how absurdly impossibleeach one is. It will not be bald assertion on

my part. The truth of everything I say is on recordand can be exhibited to any one who cares to
see it.

the fibst charge.

"In the first place, I have been charged with defro-nrtinr*thr> Trrvftinrr iounoioti'nti nf

tain sums of money due to it from me as president
of the Bockland County Industrial Association.
That is Utterly false. I have in my possession,
regularly signed and sealed, a receipt in full from
the National Trotting Association for every cent
our association has ever owed it.

"It has b«en charged that I was short $70 in my
accounts with the Industrial Association. That is
pretty hard in view of the fact that tlje association
"owes me between $1,200 and $1,300, and the books
show it. At each of the last four annual fairs held
by the association the receipts have not been
enough to pay the premium list in full, and each
year I have made up the deficiency out of my own

means rather than have the premiums scaled
down pro rata. There has never been any settlementof these claims, and the books will show it.
"I have.been accused of forging the signature to

a complaint of Mrs. Slinn by which a mortgago on
a wood lot, said to be worth $3,000, was foreclosed,
and 1 bid it in and am holding it now. To this I
merely refer to the records of the case whioh are
on file in the Court House. About four years ago
a man named William Eiokhoff, who lives in Spring
Valley, came to me and naid that a woman named
Mrs. Slinn, a friend of his, had a mortgage for $300
on a wooa lot owned by a man named Jaegel. I
went to the woman with Mr. Abram A. l)emarest.
She was unable to write, but she made her sign on

luu utiuio HiiuBBBca, wi*a reguiariy
sworn by Mr. Abram Demarest, as notary, who acceptedher sign as a regular signature, as he had a

right to do. With this, ot course, as every lawyer
knows, i had do connection. It was the notary's
business to obtain the signature, not mine.

ALL OH BECOKD.
"The sale was regularly advertised in the county

papers, and X went to the length of Bending special
word to the owner of the property advising him of
the day, hour and place, but when the time came
there was no one there. To save my costs, which
amounted to $1G0, the property was bid in by my
uncle, Mr. Abram Demarest, but he has never got a
title to it, although he has regularly paid the taxes
upon it. So you see I had nothing to do with that.
The property Is not worth $3,000, nor even $300. It
is not a wood lot, but is covered with bushes about
as high as a man. It couldn't be sold for $200 today.
"Mrs. Slinn has been dead three years, never

made any complaint about her signature, and all
the papers in the case, including the complaint
ouo Digucu, aID jiUUiiu iuuui.ua ill IU« VjUUCl nOUBe.

AN ALLKGKD EMBEZZLEMENT.
"Well, then they dragged up a story that a lawyerin New York had sent me a claim for $600 to

collect and I had collected it and kept it, and there
was to be an investigation of that. The only claim
X have received from a New York lawyer was one
a year ago for $60 against a Nyack man, who was
a client of mine. I took the claim to him and said,
'Now, the next time you go into New York'.he
goes in once every week.'go to this lawyer aud
pay the money.' He said ho would, I gave him the
papers, and that is the last I have ever hoard of it.
I supposed that my client, who is a good, reput-
able merchant, attended to the matter, and I supposeso yet. Certainly I didn't get a cent out of it
in any way.
"Now, to come to this last accusation. It is allegedthat I was counsel for the executrix of the

late Garret Storms, and that while $70,000 worth of
securities which he left to be divided among six-
teen heirs were in my hands they dwindled
to $1,000, and there is to be an investigation of
that. See how utterly unscrupulous the persons
are who manufacture these falsehoods. I was, it
is true, counsel for Mrs. Ellen Parsons, executrix
of the late Garret Storms. But those Srcuritiea
were never in my hands. How, then, could I have
had anything to do with their dwindling or in-
creasing? From first to last they have been in the
hands of Mrs. Parsons. I have had no control
over them in any way, shape or manner.
"As fast as possible these securities, which con-

sist chiefly of mortgages, have been turned into
money. Mrs. Parsons has hold each security until
she got the money for It, and then has deposited
tho money in the bank to her sole order, and has, I
will venture to affirm, the proper entry to show in
each and every case. I have had nothing to do
with this, except to act as attorney in the necessaryforeclosure proceedings. Whether there is
$70,000 or $7 for the heirs obviously I had nothing
and could have had nothing to do with it.

POLITICAL MOTIVEfi, HE THINKS.
"I have beon, of course, a very active politician,

aiiu now mat. it appears 10 some raw persons that
my hands are tied I suppose they think this is the
time. If ever, to turu mo down. But 1 solemnly
declare to the Herald and through the Herald to
my friends elsewhere in the State that I aw not
guilty of any of these things that have been
alleged againut mo. I want tho fullest investigationof everything 1 have done. There isn't a

phase of my political or business life that I am not
willing to submit to a tribunal of my political
enemies ana abide by the result of their investigation.
"About this Union Steamboat Company matter.

It isn't because I have anything to conceal or am
any less inocent than on the other charges that I
don't make a full statement now, but simply becausemy counsel won't let me. That is because
the matter is before the Grand Jury and they don't
think it cau properly be discussed now. But I
can say that there is absolutely no truth in these
charges or any of them, and wh.su the time comes
that will be conclusively proved."

IDAHO'S iSENATORSHIP.

Boise City, Feb. 8, 1891..A resolution which
passed the Senate yesterday providing for the electionof a United States Senator to succeed Senator
McConnell came up in the House. A motion to indefinitelypostpone the resolution was lost by a
vote of 19 to 17. A motion to reconsider prevailed,
and it will be oalled up again on Monday. It is
rumored that charges of bribery will be made Monday

\
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CHINESE CITIZENS. i
CELEBRATE SftN SIN. j

1

naming, Feasting, myers ana firecrackers
Usher in the New Year
in Chinatown.

PLACATING THE DEITIES.

Mortals Dine with Gods and Ilcroes on

Strange Dishes.Paying Calls and

Squaring D:bts.

San Sin, the Now Year's day of the seventeenth
year of the Empire of the youthful though great
Quong Soi Wong Dee, was celebrated In a befitting
manner in Chinatown yesterday.
Before the eunrise gun had boomed out at Castle

William the Chinese national ensign was flying
from a dozen flagstaffs along Mott and Pell streets.
The flag is well known. It is cut in the shape of a

fish tail pennant and boars a hideously contorted
black dragon on a yellow field. It is further embellishedby a black zigzag border, and to the
Chinese is a thing of beauty and a joy forever.
,San Sin is the great Chinese holiday of the year. t

In the Flowery Kingdom the celebration spreads jj
over a period of three days. In this country the f
period is somewhat contracted. While it lasts, I
however, it is a glorious occasion for all the ,

Chinese, from the humblest laundiyman's appren- t
tice to the mightiest muck-a-muck of the Mongo- 1
liau colony.
Great preparations were made for the celebra- j

tion. The Chinese colonists enjoyed as a pre- s

liminary event a thorough feast of purification.
They passed from a bath in a tub of hot water to i
the barber's chair, where they were lathered and t
shaved and oiled until their faces shone like the *

full moon. 1
GOOD RESOLUTIONS. 6

So far as was possible they settled all their debts, ^
one with another, and endeavored to start the new i
year with a clean score. They mentally avowed
forgiveness of all their enemies and made the J
usual good resolutions for the coming year. c
On Sunday night the Chinese residents assembled v

at various places to partake of the final supper of
the old year. Each man contributed his quota of
provisions to the feast. The rich dined with the

^
HUH, 1/UU puux umuu VYilU tuu puux. A VJUlUCBtJ

festival is something like a donation party.
The feasters entertained not friends alone, but

also gods and heroes. Wherever a repast was 1

spread for mortals there also was exhibited the c

picture of some divinity or hero. Beneath these ®

pictures was set a table groaning under a pro- 1

fusion of Chinese delicacies. The gods of mercy, 1

learning, evil, loud war, cooking and children '
were placated with offerings of rice, roast pigs, *

fruit and flowers. Inconse and sandal wood were I
burned before the shrines. e
The household prods were not slighted. In the

homes of both rich and poor|,the gods ol the door,
the stove, the floor and of great honor. received I
offerings of burning incense and choice Chinese l
food. t
After the suppers of Saturday evening fire crack- 1

ers were set off in adoration of the gods and to j
scare away evil spirits. Then the Chinese residents t
sought their homes and awaited patiently for the r
earliest signs of dawn.

NEW YEARS PROPER. 1
As early as six o'clock in the morning thecelebra- x

tion of San Sin proper began. Chinese flags were e
run up to the staffs on the principal buildings. The a
high priest appeared on the balcony of the Chung e
Wa-Cong Show, or Chinese temple, at No. 16 Mott i
street, and beat loudly on a gong. An acolyte
clashed a pair of cymbals vigorously. c
Chinatown aroused forthwith and began ex- 0

changing before breakfast calls. Two Celestials t
meeting on the main thoroughfare shook hands
at each other in Chinese fashion. Then they ex- t
claimed, "Gong haw fa tol," which signifies i
volumes in Chinese, for it is interpreted as "I a
wish you a happy new year; may your earnings f
increase; may you speedily return to the Flowery
Kingdom," and several other kindred things. t
New Year's cards of fiery red paper, bearing t

cabalistic Chinese inscriptions, were exchanged, t
It was a day of great festivity.a ceaseless round of t
Chinese pleasure. 1
Every Chinaman visited the Joss house to pray, a

Before the Joss incense and sandal wood
burned in huge, carved bronzed vessels. Tables a
groaned beneath a weight of meat, dried cats' r
tongues, choice confeotions, fruits and flowers, t
The devotees prostrated themselves before the c
shrine and prayed for success during the ensuing g
year. The merchants and laundrymen burned a 1
profusion of gold and silver paper and cash slips, a
The gamblers and Chinese "sports" burned silver
paper only, and prayed for success as devoutly as c
the others. s

THE CONSUL ARRIVES. t
The Chinese Consul, Mr. Shen Woon, attired in v

full court costume and attended by his Btaff of at-
taches, arrived before the temple at nine o'clock
in the morning. He was arrayed in a dark blue
figured satin gown, -with a mandarin's boots and
hat. His dress was gorgeous. Dragons worked
with gold and silver bullion thread ontirely coveredhis blouse. Around his neck were a series of
strings of perfumed gold beads.
The Consul and his staff knelt down before the S

shrine in the Joss house and offered up petitions afor the health of tne Emperor, the continuance of
friendly relations between the two countries and 11

for the success of their countrymen in America.
Business of every nature was suspended in aChinatown yesterday. All food eaten was cooked

the day previous and was served cold. In every ?;
Chinese house tables were spread of choice food ^
and confectionery. *

Visitors, after exchanging tneir greetings and
wishing each other well, partook of candied lin- "

chee and pistachio nuts. Presents of ivory hop- "

toys, yen che gals and other paraDhernalia of
opium smoking were exchanged and general good 0

fellowship prevailed.
xao icn vjuiuoou uuiiui'ua iu luia vxiy worts iu line

fettle. They were early upon the scene and passed a

from one house to another exchanging greetings.
MONEY FOR THE CHILDREN. ®.

The two little children of the redoubtable Tom l'

Lee.they are but five and three years old.toddled
about from house to house resplendent in rich
and quaint Chinese costumes. Whereever thoy
went money, wrapped in red paper for good luck, £
was handed them with this good wish:."Accept 13
this as an omen of best luck for the coining year. a

May you continue in the world earning money."
One Chinese slave girl appeared in the street in i(

full gala day costume. She, too, received gifts of *

money and greeting of best wishes and good luok. n

The Yat Bun Low, the swell Chinese restaurant
at No. 123^ Pell street, made an offering to the ~

gods that rivaled the culinary display of the ~

French cooks. Chickens were cut and dressed to °

represent bullfrogs swallowing the moon. Pea- ~

cocks were improvised of roast pig and liver,
moulded into shape with great deftness. The
portrait of the god suspended above the display ^
smiled benignantly upon the rare viands.
Quong Gee X.ung, the Chinese druggist, exhibited

in addition to other tempting morsels, fried
shark's iinst, powered scorpions and dried lizard's
sploen. Quong's visitors each received a fine
flavored Chinese cigar or an opium loaded cigar- a

Btte. They were also pressed to accept a drink of a
no-mi-chow, or rice wine of a choice brand. The awine has a potent influence on all those who im- B
bibe it. Try it if you doubt it. agambler's prayers answered. yWhile all the good Chinamen Were thus enjoying
themselves with innocent amusements the membersof the Fan Tan Tong, the gamblers and gaily
iressed sports of Mott and Pell street were not
idle. t.
They prayed to the god of good rortune during nthe early part of the day that he would smiie

cheating during the coming year. They burned
much silver paper and cash slips and made every
effort to influeneo the god favorably.
They offered up many prayers, too, for the releaseof the twenty-four gamblers who on Friday vnight were arrested in the establishment of OngFun Hun at No. 20 Mott street. £
The gamblers thought it a great hardship that so F

many of their fellows should be imprisoned duringthe merry new year's festival. They used the f
most eloquent terms of pleading in their prayers, "

and when it was announced that Police Jus- r
tice Hogan at the Tombs Police Court had C
released the prisoners for lack of evidence the a
members of the Fan Tan Tong took it as an evi- il
denoe of the efficacy of their god's influence with ti
the hard hearted Justice.
The gamblers offered up other prayers that have b

not as yet been answered. One was that Captain
Brooks be removed from the Elizabeth street stationand Captain McCullagh be reinstated.
The New Year's calling will be continued in

Chinatown during to-day, in order that the laundrymenfrom Brooklyn and surrounding towns n
may pay their respects to their friends and offer n
up their petitions to the Joss.
The firework display which ordinarily accomT 8

pames me ceieoration or »an sin win proDaDiy nor tj
be given this year. The Chinese Mayor, in his e
headquarters back of the Joss house at No. 16 Mott
street, has been unable to secure a permit from the p
city authorities for the display. £

BUSINESS WILL RESUME. a
The setting off of firecrackers, the burning of b

bits of paper, and the continuous display of lighted,
huge, red lanterns from the balconies of the Lun J

PPLEMENT.
Fee Tong, or Chinese Masonio Tomple, and the
3hung Wa' Cong Fhow, or Joss house, will ooninueuntil the last.
When the ordinary routine of business is resumedin Chinatown tapers will be lighted before

til the portraits of gods and heroes displayed yesterday,the high priest and his acolyte will beat
heir gongs and clash their cymbals, and things
vill proceed as before.

IN DAKKEST NEW YORK.

3HEBBY HILIi TENEMENTS A3 BAD AS LONDON'S
WOBST, AND MEN WILLING TO CUT WOOD FOB

LODGINGS.
Fifth avenue and Wooster street sat side by side

resterday in the old Asbury Methodist Episcopa
Church and listened to the sorrowful story of
Jherry Hill.
Women in silk and men in broadcloth shared their

>ews with the poor and the outcast, with men who
lid not know where they would sleep the night
md spoor, thinly clad women who seemed ready to
all before the fast following bullets of life's
lard battle, while five women, clad like wasnervomen,denizens to all outward appearances of
he wretchedest of tenements, sat upon the platormand with songs and prayer and stories of life
imong the lowly conducted a meeting which drew
he large and incongruous congregation.

GOOD WORK AMONG THE WRETCHED.
It was a part of the mission work which is being

:onducted by the llev. Dr. Strong, pastor, of the
ihurch, who is striving to reach the poverty
itricken people south of Washington square. Half
if the collection was given to the Provident Wood
iTard, which he has established as a means for furlishinglodgings to destitute men, while the other
lalf went to Salvation Army slum sisters who, under
he leadership of Sister Captain Bownes. are la>oringamong the tenements of Cherry Hill. CapainBownes and her fellow workers were the five
romen who conducted the service.
The sisters told how they had doffed their Salva-

ion Army uniforms and put on raiment which
vould attract no attention and gone down among
he miserable dens of New York's darkest quarter.
Chey had gone iti among the women, helping them
it their daily work, washing dishes, scrubbing
loors and seeking to get under the crust which
>overty had grown about their hearts.
In one place they hare established a little

'creche," or cradle, where mothers can leave their
>abies when they go out to work, and they have
iad as many as seventeen youngsters there at a
ime, maktng the acquaintance of soap and water
nd real milk. They found the work much more
iroductive of good than parading the streets to the
ound of drums and singing.

AS BAD AS LONDON'S WORST.
Two of the sisters who have done slum work in

jondon, where the poor are supposed to be more
ifelpless and squalid than anywhere else, said they
iad found places in New York as bad as the worst
if London, and they called on Christian people to
lelp stamp them out. They told the old familiar
tories of tenement house life which every reader
if the newspapers has read over and over again,
)ut which never grow less moving when told again.
Jo wonder the collection was large.
The Rev. Dr. Strong says he finds his poor men

rery anxious to saw wood for a lodging, a^d there
.re more of them than he can possibly take care
if. On Saturday there were thirty-five whom he
vas obliged to turn away for lack of funds.

M'GLYNN STANDS BY ALBERTUS.
jtt. Armnicaaica a r.xnaw. ATTnrn'.WfiBi nxr ttttt. -rwn

CONFESSOBS OF THE ANTI-POVEKTYITE.
Expecting that Dr. McGlynn would defend "Al>ertus,the socialist," which, It is alleged, is one

if the subjects for discussion that will come up
luring the conference of the Catholic priests of
his archdiocese to be held February 17, 18 and
.9, at the Cathedral, many persons attended his
ecture on "A Case of Conscience" at the Cooper
Jnion Hall last night, and they were not disap)olnted.Fully two thousand people were presintt.
"Albertus" is supposad to be imbued with the

jrinciples of the modern socialits, believing that
le has a right to attend meetings of his fellow
hinkers even in defiance of the edict of the CathieChurch, in which religion he believes. The
iriests are to discuss two confessors, one of whom
ltterly condemned him and the other only mildly
ebuked him.
Dr. MoGlynn defended "Albertus" throughout

lis discouse; he declared that he knew the questions
rere proposed at the instigation of the Archbishop
md resented the implication that "Albertus" or
iny of the real followers of the Anti-Poverty 8o:ietywore socialists in the generally accepted
neaning of that word.
He said:."I never consented to be called a sosialist,nor are -We Mr. Bellamy's nationalists.

Chose who desianate us as such are simply calling
is names that they do not know the meaning of.
"I think very highly of 'Albertus,' and I main,ainhis iicht to a free declaration of iiis sentinentson every subject outside of theology. The

LUthor of 'Albertus' designed him evidently as a
air type of the followers of our society.
"He aoes not really understand our principles,
hough.that is very evident. 'Albertus' showed
hat he had a good, clear mind in accepting our
beories and adopting our principles, and so
vhile others are calling him names let us honor
iim for no law. human or divine, forbids him to

idopt such principles.
"There are shallow minded preachers who are so

.fraid of offending their superiors that they dare
lot say tneir soul is their own, and unless such
lave a care they will reduce their congregations,
ir those who still abide by them, to a state of
;oody goody, hopeless imbecility. They are felowswho are of little good to themselves or to
,ny one else."
In conclusion, he condemned the confessor who
londemned "Albertus," and praised the other, only
aying he did not do enough to only "mildly remise"his penitent. Ee should have told him he
>-as committing no wrong.

FREE SONS OF ISRAEL.
NNUAL CONVENTION OK DISTBIOT GRAND

LODGE NO. 1.
The Convention of the Independent Order Free
ons of Israel of Distriot Grand Lodge No. I mot
t Arlington Hall, St. Mark's place, near Third aveue,yesterday.
The morning session was devoted to the election
nd installation of the following officers for the
nsuing year:.Grand Master.Joseph Steiner.
'eputy Grand Masters.S. Calmson and M. Kramoff.Grand Treasurer.R. Lehman. Grand Secreiry.H.I. Goldsmith. Grand Warden.M. Elias.
rrand Tyler.Meyer Goldbury. Chairman Comlitteeon Appeals.Henry Jacobs. On Law.R.
obias. On Finance.H. B. Dlttenheim. On State
f District.II. Lichtig.
The officers were installed by I. Hamburger and
ulian Harburger, who subsequently addressed the
ssemblage. Judge Newberger also made a speeoh.
During the afternoon session the annual message
f.the Grand Master was read, and the reports of
he various officers received.
It was resolved to levy an assessment of ten
ents on each of the fifteen thousand members of
lie order, six-tentlas of the procoeds to go to the
lebrew Technical Institute, of New York, and the
alance to be divided between the Home for Aged
nd Infirm Hebrews and the Montefiore Home.
Three hundred delegates, representing fifty-seven
)dges of the order, attended the Convention,
rhich will not close until to-night or possibly tolorrownight.
Among the delegates from out of town were
harles Tausig and Max Wittstein, of Hartford,
onn.; Charles Rosenthal, of Syracuse; Max
hriber, L. Brunner and Marcus Myer, of Newark;
lavld Strause, of Rochester; Isaac Bier and Moses
rigs, of New Haven; James Black, of Rondout;
[. Levy, of Buffalo; S. M. Hydman, of Albany, and
enjamin Krause, of Troy.

SHE BEAT AN AGED MAN.

Andrew Passeld is a German laborer who married
n Irish widow, Catherine, with many children and
terrible tongue. He also had several children by
former marriage. They live at No. 63 Bethune
treet, and on Saturday night Passeld had his wife
rrestod for beating his father, who is seventy-nine
ears old.
Mrs. Passeid denied to Justice McMahon that she
ad drank anything since last November and said
bat two of her daughters wore Sisters of Mercy,
lam the mother of seven children," she ooninued,"and Your Honor, I throw myself on the
lercy of tho Court."
She was fined $5.

SATOK'S BliAND NEW EXCUSE.

A man with a brand new excuse was arraigned
esterday in tho Jefferson Market Police Court,
[e w.is Henry Sator, a musician, of No. 323 West
'ourth street.
Sator, who had been arrested on Sixth avenue
or drunkenness, said to Justice McMahon:.
'Please don't fine me. It v/ill ruin mo. Xo-morowmorning I am to meet Mr. Kussell, of 'The
ity Directory' company, who is going to give me
n engagement. I've no money to pay a fine, but
I'm released Mr. Russell will send me to Chicago

3 join his company."
The Judge accepted the j)lea, and Sator, who had
een crying, dried his eyes and departed.

WAYLAID AND SLASHED.
TTonrv nf 1 7QQ Kmo nm

lie, is an attendant in a pool room on Eighth aveue,between Thirty-seventh and Thirty-eighth
treets. Tnomas McEwen is a shoemaker, living in
tie Manhattan Hotel at Sixth avenuo and Twentyigbthstreet.
McEwen had a dispute with Hochmoister over a
ame of pool on Saturday, and laid in wait for
tochmeister. When he left the poolroom McEwen
ttacked him with a knire and cut his left ear
efore Hochmeister could disarm him.
In the Jefl'erBon Market Police Court yesterday
ustice McMahon held McEwen in $1,000 for trial.
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TWELVE-YEAR-OLD EVA
DONS BISHOPS SHOES.

A Blindfolded Detroit Girl Dallies with
Mind and Muscle in Herrmann'sTheatre.

PICKING OUT THE MARSEILLAISE.

Spelling Words in Foreign Tongue, Finding
Hidden Objects and Finding the Bight

Notes on a Tiano.

There was a pleasant little family party of theatricalpeople, newspaper men and men abont town
at Herrmann's Theatre yesterday afternoon to see

what his latest discovery, Miss Eva McCoy, oould
do in the realms of mind or muscle reading. It
was an invitation affair, and the first publio appearance.so Professor Herrmann said.(and ProfessorHerrmann never deceives).of the young
lady whom he calls his twelve-year-old prodigy.
and the astute magician was greatly disturbed lest
the hard hearted members of the press Bhould
think that there was some of his diablerie about
her performance.

"Mile. McCoy," Professor Herrmann said in introducinga young girl with slightly Celtic face,
who oame out on the stage in a short dress, with
her hair down her baok in schoolgirl fashion,
"comes from Detroit, and her powers are really
marvellous. I saw her there some time ago, and
being greatly interested in her performance sent
some money there to complete her education. Dr.
Howard, who accompanies her, will explain her
feats. I want to keep as far away as possible, so

that you will not think that I have anything to do
With them."

SHE SPELLS "LUCILLE."
Thought reading of a language unknown to the

operator was the first test, and the young lady who
looted nearer fifteen than twelve prepared hersolf
for the fray by tying a bandage about her eyes.
The company present were invited to supplement
this with as many bandages as they chose, and one

extra handkerchief was placed over her bandage.
Then a number of metallic letters were strewed

over the table, and a member of Mmo. Bernhardt'a
company, which piquantly leavened the assembly,
concentrated his mental processes on the letters of
the word "Lucille." The new Eva passed a hand
over his forehead, and then, clasping his left hand
tightly in her right and holding his right hand to
her forehead, began slowly passing his left over

the letters on the table.
In a moment she hovered over the letter L and

finally pressed the back ot his hand upon it, at the
Bame umo cauiug uut ito uamu.

"Oui," he said, and she had no difficulty In spellingcmt the name.
A very excitable young man arose at this and

wanted to know if she could tell the name written
on the inside of his watchcase.
Dr. Howard said she could, and the young man

was taken In hand, and without apparent effort
was made to telegraph to her the name "E. U.
Centre," which he had scratched there with a pin.
The young man who was thus at one bound lifted

to the ranks of fame went off tho stage shaking his
head and declaring that it was tho most remark
able thing he had ever seen. Not three persona In
all these vast United States knew that that name
was there, he said.

NOT GOOD AT MENTAL PHOTOGRAPHY.
The next test was a dismal failure. It was called

mental photography, and Eva's friends promised
that she would not only lead her subject to the
person in the audience whom he had in mind but
would describe that person and afterward, when
tho bandage had been removed, would go and pick
him out.
Unfortunately she took for her guide that very

difficult subject, a reporter, and picked out tho
wrong man. A second reporter endeavored to
think hard enough of his wife to enable Eva to describeand pick her out, but she gave up in despair.asif a reporter ever thought hard of his
wifel
So the attempt was made with a third reporter,

who fixed upon Mr. Boyai W. Merrill as his object.
In this instance the youthful muscle reader found
the corroot man, but she described him as thin
faced and dark haired, whereas Mr. Merrill has a
very round physiognomy and very gray locks.
Numbered disks wore now substituted for the

metallio letters, and Eva had no trouble in finding
the combinations of safes, in picking out the
famous combination "4.11.i&," which a Tenderloinprecinct reporter naturally fell upon, and in
spelling out the name of a. farthing, which another
newspaper mau had as the representative of what
was left of his week's wages.
Then came a musical test, which greatly delightedthe members of the Bernhardt troupe

present. M. d'Armon, of that company, patrioticallythought of the musio of the "Marseillaise,"
and a3 he leaned over the keys of a piano, thinkingdesperately. Miss McCoy coyly touched tho
proper keys with the end of his long forefinger.

IT WAS AN OBSCURE PIN.
But now came the most interesting feat of all, a

triple test the programme called it."an absolute
refutation of the theory of muscle reading." The
purpose was to find an object hidden by a gentleman,with two passive human non-conductors, so
to speak, between the operator and tho subject. I
was one of the non-conductors, and a sorry cliase
she lecl me.
a Mr. Ling had secreted an unknown object on

some part of the stage. Eva attached herself in
the usual manner to a newspaper man, whose
wrist I clasped so that my hand touched hers. My
other wrist was olasped by Mr. Ling and the connectionwas complete.

It was really not a triple test, as I was the only
object between Miss Eva and the man who did the
thinking. The search was long and tedious and
led many times to a stovepipe hat which lay in a
corner of the stage.
The committee in charge of the secret had great;

trouble in getting the occupant to leave a certain
chair, and then Professor Herrmann's manager
caused an incipient riot by removing this chair to
another part of the stage. It was brougnt back,
but with it the secret of the hiding nlace to the intermediatenon-conductors.
Miss Eva's hand finally sought this chair, and

after a long search brought forth from an obscure
corner a diminutive black headed pin which had
been planted underneath the seat.
Great applause greeted the find, and Miss Eva j

was voted a winner with the largest kind of a capitalW. In the era of good feeling which ensued
the guests were invited to partake of a cold collationwhich Professor Herrmann had summoned
from the cellars of his magic region.

VERY GOOD I'OR A TWELVE-YEAB-OLD.
For a twelve-year-old Miss Eva did very well, and

with a little more practice will wear with a good
deal of success the shoes laid aside by the late Mr.
Bishop. The young lady says that the manner of
doing her various tests, which really all belong
to the same family of feats, is a mystery to her.
She does not know how she does them, she 8ays.
Some of those who watched her closely thought

it possible that she was able to see from under her
bandage, but her friends declared very positively
that she did not. Shi was certainly a great improvementon the young man from Chicago who
lately came down to paralyze the innocent reportersof New York. She carried herself with
simplicity and modesty and indulged in none of
uie nuiwuiuus uuisu yiay ui uuac tjuwjjowu ianuro.

STEALING TELEPHONE WIRES.

HOW JOHN SWEENEY WOEKIED THE COMPA.N?
AND HAliASSED SUBSCRIBEBS.

The Metropolitan Telephone and Telegraph Companyhas had a hard time getting its wires into
working order since they were torn down by tha
storm, but to add to the difficulties the company
has had to contend with thieves have been cutting
down and stealing its wires.
John W. Burkhardt, of No. 135 West Nineteenth

street, was passing the corner at Twenty-third
street and Eleventh avenue on Saturday when ha
saw a mail ascend a telephone pole aud begin to
cut off the wires. He stopped to watch the man,
John Sweeney, of No. 518 West Thirty-eighth street,
whom he supposed was a lineman.
When Sweeney saw that Burkhardt was watohing

him he hastily descended the pole and ran away.
Burkhardt pursued, and bweenoy was arrested
after a chase of two blocks.
When Justice McMahon, in the Jefferson Market

Pollen Court yesterday, asked Sweeney if ho had
anything to say he replied, "Part of a wire was on
the ground, and I only climbed part way up tha
polo to cut this piece off."
This admission settled matters, and Sweoney was

held for trial.

KAN AWAY FROM THE MISSION.
Policeman Lincoln Gray, of the West 152d street

station, found two runaway boys on the Kinasbridgeroad, at 181st street, late on Saturday night.
Ho conveyed them to the station house.
Xhey proved to be Ernest Parbur.v, tixteen years

old, and John Kiliiiu, thirteen years, who escaped
from the Mission of the Immaculate Virgin at No,
2 Lafayette place on Friday. They were returned to
the mission yesterday,

A I


